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1 The author is grateful for the generous advice and guidance 
received in writing this paper from Associate Professor David 
Mercer, Co-ordinator of the School of Social Science and 
Planning at RMIT University, Melbourne; and Ms Janet Hunt, 
Senior Fellow, Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy 
Research, ANU, Canberra. 

!
�"����
!� ��!�
����"�� %���� ���� ��!�"
"��
�"�����"������
��
���
"���
:��?
�"�����������"����
�������"����
���$�������"������"���������&�
�
3��%�"�� 4"����"�
�� 
����:
���� 
�� �
��
���"�� ���!�
���� "��!� ��"����� ���� %�������%� ��� 4"����"�
��
�
���
��
"�� 
"�� �����:�� ������
���� ����
�
"�
!�"�
�� ��!�������"� ��� 4"����"�
�� ���"����&�
����� ��� ��"�����"��%����E
"�>��F���*.)G�
�����!�"��
��
�� %�� !
��� ��
���"��� ��
�����"
�� !�"������ ���

������
��� ���� ��������� �
������ ��
�� ��
�
���������
4"����"�
�� ��!!
"���� �����!�&� /��� ���������
��"�����
���"�A���
����������!�"������
������!H�"�
�
���������%
�>�
�������"������!���!����A
"
����"����� �
�"�����

�� ��!��"�"��>&� ���� ����������
����
"����"
����� ��� !
��� 4"����"�
�� ����� ���
���������%���� ���%�"�� �!�
���"��� :�� �
���
��
"��

"$��
�� ��� 
����� �����
����"�� ���!� ���� I!
�"�
�
!�J� ��� 
��
!
�
��"�� %�
���� �"� 
� �������
��������
���������&��
� �
���� 
"��"����"
:��� ����� ?

����� ��� 4"����"�
��
������ � � ��������� �
:���� ������� �����"���� ��
�� �
���

                                                 
2 In 2005 the Steering Committee for the Review of 
Government Service Provision report Overcoming Indigenous 
Disadvantage reported that when compared with non-
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Indigenous Australians, Indigenous Australians have a 
lifespan an average 17 years shorter; are 1.7 times more likely 
to have a disability, half as likely to complete Year 12 
schooling, experience 3.2 times the level of unemployment, 
two thirds less likely to own their own home and 11 times 
more likely to go to jail. 
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3 The terms Native American’ and ‘Indian’ are used here 
interchangeably. 
4 Read provides this estimate on p9. By comparison, the 
Report of the National Inquiry into the Separation of 
Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander Children from their 
Families Bringing Them Home April 1997 (Australian 
Government) did not estimate the total number of children 
removed although it cited surveys indicating reports of up to 
30% of respondents reporting removals. This would seem to 
be consistent with Read’s estimate. Even today, the rate of 
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Indigenous children in out-of-home care is nine times higher 
than for non-Indigenous Australians (Briskman 2003). 
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5 Personal communication with the author. 
6 The Australian Bureau of Statistics (2005) Year Book 
Australia Table 5.19 indicates that 184,027 Indigenous people 
live in NSW, Victoria, the ACT and Tasmania. This has been 
rounded up to 190,000 as a conservative estimate of 
Indigenous people living below the ‘divide in Western 
Australia and South Australian capital cities. 
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7 Anker observes: “Olney J himself discounts part of 
Curr’s work as being ‘either based on incomplete 
information or simply wrong’ where it conflicts with 
other sources. Source: Yorta Yorta (Federal Court) 
[1998] FCA 1606 (Unreported, Olney J 18 December 
1998) [54]. 
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9 News reports were collated using the Reuters / Dow Jones 
media search engine, Factiva, accessed via the RMIT 
University library portal.  
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10 There is some variation in the spelling of tribal names 
between authors. 
11 Atkinson G puts the mortality rate at 90% while Atkinson 
H estimates at 85%. Further corroboration is provided by 
Anker ( 2004,5). 
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12 All circulation figures have been extracted from the Audit Bureau of Circulation– 6 Month Circulation for March 2005 
www.fxj.com.au/readershipcirc/Abc0305.pdf. 
13 The Australian  is a national newspaper and the ABC’s national circulation figures are : M-F: 132,300 and the Weekend Australian 293,252. For 
purposes of comparison with the Victoria newspapers, the Victorian circulation of the Australian has been estimated at 30%. 
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14 Pesonal communication with the author. 
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16 See for example the tools employed by Relations Australia at 
www.relationships.com.au 
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